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WITHOUT PREJUDICE

Email/ RPAD
15.12.2025
Softball Association of India
Through President/ Secretary General/ CEO
26/1, Sikh Mohalla,
New District Court,
Indore - 452007
Subject: Legal notice against misrepresentation as an affiliated and/or recognized

body of the Indian Olympic Association.

Dear Ma’am/ Sir,

We, the Indian Olympic Association (hereinafter referred to as “IOA”, which term shall
hereinafter refer to and include its predecessors, subsidiaries, affiliates, licensees et al),
having our registered office at B-29, Qutub Institutional Area, New Delhi- 110016, serve

upon you this ‘cease and desist’ notice as follows:

1. The IOA is the apex governing body of sports in India since 1927, registered under
the Societies Registration Act, 1860. The IOA acts as the National Olympic
Committee for Olympic sports in India and as such being part of the Olympic
movement, is bound to respect and abide by the provisions of the Olympic
Charter, and the decisions of the International Olympic Committee (hereinafter
referred to as the “I0C”) as also enforce all rules and regulations of the IOC within
its jurisdiction. The IOA is also recognized as the apex authority for all Olympic
related matters in India, by the Government of India through the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports.

2, As you may be aware, in terms of the Olympic Charter, the IOA must have as its
members, amongst others, all such National Sports Federations a) whose sport

is included in the Summer and Winter Olympic Games, and b) which are affiliated
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2.

to the International Federation of the sport recognized by the IOC. While you may
have the qualifications mentioned hereinabove, it is pertinent to note that you

are not a member of the IOA.

The softball Association of India (the “SBAI”) has not been granted any sort of
recognition and/or affiliation by the IOA in well-over a minimum of forty (40)
years. The same is also evident from your own website [ww softhallindia ]
where no recognition or affiliation certificate from the IOA has been published by
you. Thus, it is safe to say that despite clear and unambiguous knowledge of non-
membership/ recognition/ affiliation, SBAI continues to mislead the general
public as well as athletes and other stakeholders within the softball structures

as to your affiliation with the IOA.

Certain instances of such misrepresentation have been brought to our attention

as reproduced hereinbelow:
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The Softball Association of India (SBAI) is the governing body of popular game softball at Incian National level
and is affiliated with International Softball Federation (ISF ) and Softball Confederaton of Asia (SCA) and recognized by
the Indian Olympic Asscciation (I0A) and Ministry of Sports & Youth Affairs , Government of India. The SBAI is non-profit
assodation registered under Indian Societies act.

Soft ball Asscciation of India is a Group of enthusiastic sports persons who have been passionately nurturing the
game at not only at the Naticnal level but also at Internaticnal level. The loyel and devoted members of this Group are
volunteers from all strata of the society covering all the Indian states. The laudable & most remarkable feature of this
Group is their whole hearted devotion towards softball , regardless of being honorary post holders. The Group members
and the Association receive limitec financial assistance but this hes not deterred them from organizing the regular
championships.

The SBAI organizes and conducts national championship in men and women's, senor , junior and sub-junior
level. The SBAI sanctions zonal championships and provides technical suppart to State level Games.

The SBAI affiliates state/ urion territory associations &s members of the SBAI and encourages to conduct the

rhamninnching and nramntinral ackuitiae suen at crhnl rallanac Anan Aith and rral lavel h nrovidin technical and
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To,
The, Secretary,

Dear Sir,

I'hope this letter will find you in best of your health and spirit, you will be happy
to know that the West Bengal Softball Association has come forward to organize 47
Senior National Softball Championship Men and Women at Dutta Pulin (W.B.), it will be
held from 14" Dec. to 18" Dec. 2025, The Team should reach on 13* Dec. 12 noon,

The nearest railway station of Datta Pulia is ranaghat, Nadia, all tems reach at
Howrah station then after by Metra, Cab, or by bus to sealdah railway station, from sealdah
every 10 minule local train are available for Ranaghat, organizer will pick up by bus from
Ranaghat to Dutta Pulia, player must bring oll related documents like Roster form, Photo
form, Gowt. form ete. which is enclosed here with for your information.

You are requested to deposit Affiliation fees, entry fees, player registration fees,
and contribute of the participating team Including coach and manager as per norms of
the softball association of India, You are also requested 1o send your both team of Men and
‘Women positively and please make sure as to communicate the programe of teams arrival
tor the host and to the undersign also,

Coniact; - Youss Sincerely

M. Timir Baran Saraswati, ‘-IK A
Saceey: L

Mob, No.= 9732557270, 7908582693 i_ﬂl\;’y/

Mr. Hemlal Mondal, Secretary WRSA (Dr. Pravin Ansokar)

Mob.No.-9062028969 - Secstamcaeneral

Softvall Association of Ind.d

Softballassociationofindia 1 @gmail com | wwwsoftballindia com | @0 O @Softballindia
26/1, Sikh Mohalla, Near Distnct Court, Indore 452 007

Instances of unauthorized association with the IOA

It is clear that the above instances of unauthorized associations are merely an
attempt to ride on the goodwill and reputation of the Olympic movement and the
IOA. All instances of unauthorized associations, whether or not mentioned in
this notice, is to purely mislead the public into believing that the SBAI is in some

way associated with the Olympic movement, the IOA and the IOC.

In addition to the aforesaid, any unauthorized use of the Olympic Properties,
including but not limited to using the Olympic rings, the flame and the term
“Olympic” by you, constitutes both infringement and passing off of the

Intellectual Properties of the IOA and the I0OC in view of the multiple valid and
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subsisting registrations and/or applications that are proceeding towards
registration under the Trade Marks Act, 1999, in various forms and manners and
under various classes of goods and services. The said registrations and
applications permit and/or authorizes solely the IOA and the IOC to use, hold,
exploit, practice, profess and commercialize the Olympic Properties, including

but not limited to the mark ‘OLYMPIC’.

That as the only recognized National Olympic Committee, the IOA has, by virtue
of affiliation and recognition from the IOC and IOC’s registration of the

trademarks, including but not limited to “Olympic”, “Olympic Games” and “ Ry

”, gained an exclusive right to use the said marks and all other Olympic Properties
and to obtain relief in respect of infringement of such registered and/or pending
trademarks. Thus, the IOA has both the proprietary as well as statutory rights
for the use of the Olympic Properties, in India. It is common knowledge that a
registered, reputed and prior used mark should not be deprived of its exclusivity,
by way of infringement, when a statute confers an exclusive right to the said

marks.

It is clear that any and all unauthorized associations with the IOA and the
Olympic Properties has and will continue to wrongly associate you with the I0A,
the IOC and the Olympic movement and negatively impact the reputation and
goodwill of the IOA, the IOC and the Olympic movement at large, thereby violating
our legal and statutory rights.

In the light of the aforesaid, we call upon your good selves to:

(a) Provide a written undertaking confirming that the Softball Association of
India is in no way associated with the IOA, the Olympic movement and/or
the IOC and that it is not a member, an affiliated unit or recognized by the
I0A

(b) Provide a written undertaking stating that they recognize the trademarks of
the IOA and the IOC and thus, promise not to use, sell, promote or list the
said marks in the future as a domain name, trading name or use the same
in any other manner, including but not limited to as the name of a society,

including one which might cause confusion in the minds of the consumers
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in relation to the SBAI’s association with the IOA, the IOC and/or the
Olympic movement.

(c) Immcdiatcly stop using the Olympic Properties, including but not limited to

‘Olympic’, ‘Olympic Games’ and ¢ Raley ’, within seventy-two (72) hours of

receipt of the present notice; and

(d) Immediately stop usage of any stationery and/or merchandise claiming

recognition and/or membership and/or affiliation with the IOA.

10.  Failure to comply with all the above stipulations within seventy-two (72) hours

will constrain us to take further legal action, to protect our rights under law. We
further reserve our right to seek compensation for damages, loss of repute and
goodwill etc., incurred as a result of your unauthorized use of our trademarks as
well as patent misrepresentation as detailed in this notice. This may include legal

costs, reputational damage and any other losses suffered by us.

11.  Please note that the instant legal notice is without prejudice to our rights and no
statement contained herein should be construed as a waiver or otherwise
prejudicing our rights. A copy of the instant notice is retained for necessary

action.

Yours sincerely,

For Indian Olympic Association

Internal Legal Counsel

Indian Olympic Association
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